■aw. 


■■■ 


March 23, 1887. 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST, 


MOTES FROM TUB FIELD. 

> Editor of the Evahobust :— 
Yob matt excuse me for being 
the innocent cause of bringing 
upon yon the correction of your 
Bro. A.H,C*ssel. 

The dm ot the abbreviation 
Re*., when addressing one that 
I look upon as a spiritual father, 
has become a part of my nature. 
We are all creature* of educa- 
tion, and oar moral vnd social 
position in life depends to a 
great extent upon thoae,Nfbo, in 
our early youth guide end control) 
' edour minds. Their ethic* in ntfor- 
als and manner* become bo in) 
bued in oar education that it is 
' almost im possible at all times to 
prevent ourselves from intruding 
them upon those who may look 
upon them with repugnance, 
and weoffer this as an excuse 
to your friend Cassel. 

To » great extent our religions 
education was obtained in the 
Episcopal church and a* the 
teachers in that church instil in- 
to the minds ot their novitiates 
a duty to reverence and respect 
* those who were their spiritual 
teachers, aud we look upon it as 
sacrilege to attempt to divert our 
minds from that duty. Bat Mr. 
C. tells us that it is not in accord 
with Bible teachings ; that we 
were drifting away from the Bi- 
ble by using these fashionable 
appellations. Does he not know 
that their Christian honors and 
titles have been used from the 
older ages to the present? Was 
not the honored title of Rabbi 
prefixed to the Jewish teachers 
and expounders of their laws? 
And m Christ's time was not the 
x title of apostle applied by way of 
eminence to the twelve elect dis- 
ci plea who were sent forth by 
him to convert and baptize all 
.nation T We are informed by 
Theodoret that after the apostolic 
age this title became extinct and 
that of Bishop was used in the 
first and second orders of the 
ohurch in the first century, and 
onr Latin fathers used the word 
revereitdns as an honored and 
Christian title to be prefixed to 
their names, and we find it in an 
abbreviated form prefixed to 
- the names of those who were the 
spiritual teachers in the church 
for nearly eighteen hundred 
years. 

Of the many gospels that were 
extant in the first aud second 
century can one be found that 
has the dear words of Eld. and 
Bro. prefixed to a name as a titro 
of dignity. 

But Mr. 0. asks us how it 
would sound to say Rev. Mark, 
Rev. Becker, Rev. Sanr. To us 
it would sound sacrilegious, for, 
if, in the organization of their 
. church, neither of these men had 
the right to officiate at the bap- 
tismal fount, they would have no 
right to assume a title that they 
were not qualified for, and histo- 
ry informs us that in the organi- 
zation of the old church not a 
man was found that could oper- 
ate in the ordinance of baptism, 
and lots were drawn ; but who 
the lucky man was the church 
keeps hid from the world, 

g, 
Milford, Ind. 


Reply to the Criticism under the 
Heating of Bro., Rid., Rev., 

of March 9. 1887. 
No. 10 of the E v ano blist went 
astray, consequently it did not 
reach me till today. In it I see 
the Ed.- criticizes my article (in 
the tame No.) on the dee of the 


abbreviation Rev. in a humorous 
or rather tantalizing manner. 

In the firetfilaoe be says "Bro" 
is a very nice nick-name, and we 
love it too, but like Eld., it does 
not always apply." I think it 
does, if properly applied. Bnt 
what the learned Ed. means by 
calling Bro. a very nice nick- 
name, I am at a loss to compre- 
hend. Webster defines nick- 
name, "a name given in contempt, 
derision, reproach, or sportive fa- 
miliarity, an opprobrious appella 
tion, etc., all of which does not 
comport with being a very nice 
name for a fellow-servant of the 
Lord. Therefore I shall let him 
explain that himself and still con 
tend lhat Bro. is not only the ni- 
cest, bat also the most appropriate 
title ever given to man ; it is di- 
rect from Heaven and was first 
uttered by God himself in the 
morning o creation, and is, 
therefore, as old as the world, 
and occurs about three hundred 
times in tbe Old Testament aud 
over one hundred times in tbe 
New ; and the plural, Brethren, 
over five hundred times. Rev. 
was never applied to man, and 
occurs but once in Holy Scrip- 
ture. Therefore I think we 
should let it severely alone, and 
cling to the ever dear appellative, 
Bro., if any is to be used at all. 
The Savior used it himself, and 
says be is not ashamed ' to call 
them Brethren. Therefore "let 
the same mind be in us" if we 
would be hie followers. 

Next the Ed. says Eld. is a 
very nice appellation and it is 
most dear to those who have 
been brought up in the use of it," 
which is very true, if we use it 
in the sense it is generally ap- 
plied — that it to designate a class 
of ministering brethren who 
were ordained to hold a higher 
office. But let me tell you, the 
title Elder was never applied by 
the old Brethren in that sense. 
For they never had a higher or 
lower class of ministers. This 
present order of degrees in tbe 
ministry is only a comparatively 
modern innovation of corrupt 
Elders for the centralization of 
power in the A. M. In tbe early 
days of the church when a Bro. 
was called to tbe ministry, he 
was installed (or confirmed, as 
they called it) into hit office by 
the imposition of hands — the 
same was also done on Deacons, 
which proves at once that they 
had no degrees because hands 
were laid on all, and consequent- 
ly the title Elder, was equally 
applicapable to. all, but their hu- 
mility did not allow them to 
make much use of it. 

But the Ed. says Elder was 
never spoken by Christ, and the 
apostles never heard it, and for 
hundreds of years after Christ it 
was never used as a title ot distinc- 
tion, Ac, Here I am again puz- 
zled to comprehend what he 
means, far he must certainty 
know that "Elder" and "Elders 
of Israel" or its equivalent in 
their language occurs more than 
one hundred timet aa a title ot 
distinction in the Old Teat., and 
at Jeaat twenty-five times by the 
apostles in tbe New Test., and 
that it was in general use during 
the first ages ot Christianity as 
we find in tbe writings of tbe 
Father. What he further says 
about its being of pure Anglo- 
Saxon origin, Ac., is only a quib- 
ble that merit* no reply, but 
will say that I have the very 
earliest Anglo-Saxon version now 
over a thousand years old, in 
which the word Elder it variously 


given, but the nearee approach 
to onr English is Ealdras. Bnt 
besides that I have specimens of 
215 other translations and saw 
the complete copies of most of 
them, and am safe in saying that 
Christ and bis apoeties did not 
see a half dozen of them. Bat 
that does not matter in the least, 
for we did not see the ones they 
saw, and if we even did we cenld 
not read them. Therefore we 
must content ousel ves with oar 
translations, lor we will be judged 
by them as we have them. And 
shoald be glad that there is no 
speech or language where their 
voice is not heard, for their line 
is gone out through all tbe earth, 
and their words to the end of 
the world. Psalm 19 : 4. 

His further remarks that the 
word that stands for Elder was 
originally written Presbuteros 
so that if we would be very 
scriptural, we should say and 
write Pros. liolsinger, Pres. Mai 
lott ic, appear perfectly 
ridiculous to me — to jump out 
of onr native-born language into 
a foreign or dead language for a 
title, while we have its equivalent 
in our own, as all of the 216 
above named have. But even 
that would not justify us in using 
a title of honor that has no equiv- 
alent in none ot them, as Rev, 
certainly has not. Therefore the 
learned Ed. may, after all, not 
find it an easy task to "shame his 
Conservative Brethren out of 
countenance," for objecting to 
tbe ase of a title ot honor that 
hat no precedent iu our Bible, 
and in none of its translations. 

Next the Ed. expresses 'his 
great aversion to the word pastor 
rather than against reverend. I 
can see no grjod reason for that, 
bnt rather the contrary. For 
Pastor and Shepherd, are synon- 
omone terms. Both occur quite 
frequently in the Old and New 
Testaments, and Christ calls 
himself a Shepherd which is 
equivalent to pastor, and all 
faithful ministers who have the 
charge of a church should indeed 
be pastors and shepherds of tbe 
flocks committed to their care. 
The figure I think is a beautiful 
one, and full of spiritual mean- 
ing and is rather a title of office 
than of honor, as Rev. it. 
. In the last paragVaph he saye 
the scriptures do not uee any 
title at all, which is saying a lit- 
tle too much , for Bro. and Eld. it 
so used by the apostles aa he 
may find by looking up those 
words in his concordance ; and 
then concludes by asking, (ball 
we follow the scriptures in this 
respect, and say Smouse, Gnagey, 
Baatfor, Ac T I Bay, yts it would 
be perfectly safe, and the Friends 
and Quakers have ever done so, 
and got along right well, and 
even Wm. Penn in all his inter- 
views with the great king 
Charles, never addressed him 
with any title at all, but simply 
Charles or friend Charles. Bat 
I think that is unnecessarily re- 
stricted. For while the Bible 
gives us the precedent for Bro. 
and Kid., there can be no wrong 
in us using it, when appropriate. 
- Much more might be said by 
quoting scripture references, and 
extracts from diflerent languages, 
but as my article is already a 
great deal longer than intended, 
I will close by saying that I will 
not reply to another criticism, 
unless the love of truth and 
primitive simplicity should 
prompt me to it. 

The reader's friend, 

Abeam H. Casssl. 
Hnrleyevilte, Pa., March 15th. 


Beatrice, Heb, 

March 18. — Bro. John Niokol- 
son and Bro. S. C. Stump came 
to Holmes ville, Neb., and began 
a aeries ef meetings in the 
Holmeeville school bouse. The 
prospects were not flattering for 
there were two strong elements 
against them, the Conservative 
and Methodist Brethren. But 
today the great cloud rolled away 
and two precious souls gave 
their hands to Bro. Nickolson 
and their hearts to J esoa. We 
now have a good prospect for a 
number of accessions in the near 
future and also some by relation. 
I will give yon full particulars 
next week. . 

U. W. MrxiXR. 


Temperance Legislation In Eng 
land. 


The most stringent laws we 
have had passed were those of 
James I., which may almost be 
called the first piece of temper- 
ance legislation ; for though the 
act of Edward VI. gave power 
to tbe justices to suppress un- 
necessary tippling bouses, it 
was chiefly directed agains using 
unlawful games and bound the 
licensed victuallers to keep good 
Order in their houses. The act 
in the first year of James was in- 
tended to restrain tbe inordinate 
haunting and tippling in inns 
and ale-houses; it declares "the 
true use of ale-houses to be for 
the relief of wayfarers, and not 
for tbe entertainment of "lewde 
and idle people." There was to 
be a penalty of ten shillings for 
permitting "nnlawlul drinking," 
and all drinking was unlawful 
except by bona fide travelers, and 
by artisans and laborers during 
their dinner hour. The public- 
house was only to be open to 
residents in tbe place for one 
hour a day for tbe consumption 
of liquor on the premises. This 
act was made perpetual, with 
some modification intended to 
render conviction more easy, in 
the last Parliment of James. In 
the first of Charles the penalties 
were somewhat relaxed, bnt the 
law could not be enforced, and 
under these stringent laws drunk- 
enness increased apace. It had 
reached an extraordinary pitch 
in 1659 when a French Protest- 
ant wrote from London : "There 
is within this city and in all the 
towns of England which I have 
passed through so prodigious a 
number of houses where they 
sell a certain drink called ale, 
that I think a good half of the 
inhabitants may be* denominated 
ale house .keepers. * * * But 
what is most deplorable where 
gentlemen sit and spend much 
more of their time drinking a 
muddy kind of beverage and us- 
ing tobacco, which has universal- 
ly besotted the nation, and at 
which I hear tbey have consum 
ed many noble estates. * * * And 
that nothing may be wanting to 
the height of luxury and impiety 
of this abomination they have 
translated the organs from the 
ohnrches to set them op in tav- 
erns, chanting their ditbyrambics 
and bestial bacchanalias to the 
tune of those instruments which 
were wont to assist them in the 
celebration of God's praises, and 
regulate the voices of tbe worst 
singers in the world, which are 
the English in their churches at 
present. — Contemporary Review. 


or ask questions, and draw out 
others who can talk. Good list- 
eners are as necessary as good 
talkers. Never argue at the ta- 
ble, but tell pleasant stories, re- 
late or read anecdotes, and look 
out for the good of all. Some- 
times a single anecdote from a 
paper starts a conversation that 
lasts during the meal time. The 
family table onght to be bright 
and cheerful, a sort of domestic 
alta-, where every one casts 
down his or ber ottering, great 
or small, of pleasantness aud 
peace; where tor at least a 
brief space in the day, sll, annoy 
ancee are laid aside, all stormy 
tempers hushed, all quarrels heal- 
ed ; every one being glad and 
content to sit down at - the same 
board, and eat the same bread 
and salt, making it, whether it 
were a rich repast or a dinner of 
herbs, equally a joyful, almost 
sacramental meal. 


Mid-Summer Oratorical Con- 
tests. 

Under the auspices of the Nat tonal 
Inter-Collegiate Prohibition 'Associa- 
tion, a aeries of Oratorical Contests will 
be held daring tbe long Sum mar vaca- 
tion in connection with the great tern- 
peranoe campmeetings. An; student 
of an; American College or Profession- 
al School— Including next Commence- 
ment's Graduates— may enter these 
Contests. For fall particulars, address 
the Secretary, Walter Thomas Mills, 
Wooster, Ohio. 

Mr. Mills liaa canceled all other busi- 
ness engagements (Including his work 
on " The Voice Staff'] In order to de- 
vote himself entlrelj to tlie work or 
this association. He will continue In 
the lecture field with headquarters at 
Wooster, Ohio, his home, under the 
auspices of this association. In mak- 
ing dates lie will give the preference to 
College towns. For tlie month of 
March he will be engaged in Michigan. 
Ills tour among the Colleges, accom- 
panied by I to I In Kirk Bryan, Michi- 
gan's marvelous "Chalk-Talker," has 
been crowned with success in ever; in- 
stance. At Rochester tbey organized 
two College Clubs In a single evening. 
Their Masonic Temple Meeting in New 
York Citb was crowded to overflowing 
and was accorded the most compli- 
mentary notices by the New York 
Press. 


Religions Items. 

Mr. D. L.iMoody's Chicago audi- 
ences number from 2,00i to 3,000, and 
the inquiry room is crowed. 

Dr. Cuyler's church in Brooklyn has 
a membership or 2, u«. and gave last 
year $25,200 for benevolences. 

Thirty members of" the Lutheran 
church at Oslikosh, Wis., have been 
suspended for refusing to renounce 
their allegiance to tbe Knights of La- 
bor. 

In the Theological .Seminary at Rich- 
mond, Va., there are sixty students, 
colored men, one- fourth of whom are 
preparing for missionary work In Af- 
rica. 

Five colored Baptist missionaries 
have sailed for Africa. Tbey are sent 
out hy the Colored Babtist Foreign 
Missioni Conference, and. will work 
among the Vey tribe of negroes in 
West Central Africa. 

The Eptscspalians of Boston have a 
Children's Twenty Minute Society, 
with 069 "Faithful" workers, wbo 
work twenty minutes a week, give ten 
cents and a book a year, and say a 
prayer and try to do at least one Kind 
deed each day. 

One of the stian gest o f re 1 ig i a us sects 
Is that which calls itself the New and 
Latter Rouse of Israel. Its head- 
quarters are In Chatham, England, In 
which town its devotees are building 
an Immense temple which will cost 
-$250,000. The; believe that tbey will 
not die, and that the; are the remnant 
of true Israelites wbo will reign with 
Christ for a thousand years. 

Every one who is born into 
the world has his work ; it i* 
born with him. ■ 


Be Agreeable at Meals- 
Everyone can do something to 
add to the social life at the table. 
If one cannot talk, he can listen 


Certificates of Baptism. 

Wtuaw kef* nlsMS. oa IHorta laws sM- 
cm a (m« or «o«u»»i* of B*pUim. *>*iyv«- 

•renrtnlril kuu baiMTal Id KlllMon ot OM 
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